


The 86th Annual Conference of the Indian Society of Agricultural Economics (ISAE) will be
held at Assam Agricultural University, Jorhat, from 9–11 December 2026, bringing together
researchers, academicians, policymakers, and students from across India and abroad. The
conference will provide a platform for deliberations on contemporary issues in agricultural
and rural development, with special emphasis on digital agriculture, climate change, rural
livelihoods, and sustainable development in North-East India. Participants will have the
opportunity to present research findings, engage in policy discussions, and foster academic
and professional collaborations. 

1.  Digital Agriculture, Artificial Intelligence, and Technology Adoption

2.  Climate Change, Climate-Smart Agriculture, and Carbon Markets

3.  Rural Labour, Livelihoods, and Structural Transformation

4.  Market Access, Local Institutions, and Pathways to Sustainable Agricultural
Development in North-East India

The establishment of the Society in December 1939 constituted a landmark in the progress in
the study of agricultural economics in India. In its establishment, a notable role was played by
the late Lord L.K. Elmhirst, the founder-President of the International Conference (now
Association) of Agricultural Economists, and by Dr. T.G. Shriname. Among the distinguished
persons who occupied the post of President of the Society in its formative years were the late
Sir Malcolm Darling and Sir T. Vijayaraghavacharya. However, it was left to Sir Manilal B.
Nanavati to infuse it with a sense of purpose and direction. During his Presidency, covering a
period of 17 years from 1943 to 1959, the Society acquired its present status and stability. The
Society is registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 and the Bombay Public Trusts
Act. The Society has more than 1500 life members, 100 Annual members and more than 60
institutional members. The Indian Journal of Agricultural Economics, which is published
quarterly, is the flagship journal of ISAE.

Assam Agricultural University (AAU), established on April 1, 1969 under the Assam Agricultural
University Act, 1968, is situated in the Jorhat district of Upper Brahmaputra Valley zone of
Assam, geographically located at 26°47' N, 94°12' E and 87 m above MSL.
The mandate of imparting farm education, conducting research in agriculture, and allied
sciences, and effectively disseminating technologies generated, enables AAU to create an
exceptional image among stakeholders. The undergraduate (UG) and postgraduate (PG)
(M.Sc/MBA & PhD curricula in agriculture, horticulture, community science and sericulture
are offered through 6 constituent colleges. The University has a fairly good network to conduct
research and extension activities, with 6 Zonal Research Stations (ZRSs), 5 commodity research
stations, and 23 Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs), catering to the needs of stakeholders across the
state of Assam. In addition, Open and Distance Learning (ODL) mode of education is a new
initiative by AAU to create skilled entrepreneurs in the state.



The Department of Agricultural Economics , established in 1948 as a constituent department of
the erstwhile Assam Agricultural College, has grown into a leading centre for teaching,
research, and extension in agricultural economics. The department expanded significantly
after the introduction of the Faculty Development Programme under the IDA Education
Project in 1973, launching its M.Sc. (Agri.) programme in 1974 and Ph.D. programme in 1984–85.
It further diversified its academic offerings by introducing the MBA (Agri-Business)
programme in 2002–03 on a self-sustaining basis. Over the years, the department has produced
a large number of qualified professionals, including M.Sc., MBA, and Ph.D. graduates who have
excelled in universities, research institutions, government agencies, banks, corporate
organizations, and international establishments. The department actively undertakes teaching,
research, and extension activities, focusing on areas such as farm management, production
economics, agricultural marketing, agricultural finance, and agribusiness management. In
addition, it contributes significantly to the academic, administrative, and institutional
development of the university while providing training and capacity-building programmes for
farming communities.

Jorhat, popularly known as the “Cultural Capital of Assam,” is one of the most prominent cities
in Northeast India. Nestled amidst lush tea gardens and rich biodiversity, the city is renowned
for its vibrant cultural heritage, educational institutions, and contributions to agricultural
research. Jorhat serves as a gateway to several important tourist destinations, including Majuli,
the world’s largest river island, and the Kaziranga landscape. The city is well connected by air,
rail, and road, making it easily accessible from major parts of the country. With its unique
blend of tradition, natural beauty, and modern development, Jorhat offers visitors an enriching
and memorable experience.
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